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yiany  questions  are  psked  l>7  individuals  interested  in  tlie  continuous 
factor;;'  ins-^oction  exooriment  and  in  U.  S.  f^rado  lalselod  canned  fruits  cud 
ve-^ctal/los.    Aji  atteir/ot  lias  'occn  made  to  ansv/er  iDricflj^  the  more  important  of 
th.es e  questions. 

1.    '■.'ha,t  is  iricaiit  hj-  "continuous  factors'-  inspection"  hj'-  the  Agricultural 
iiaJ"kotin.;t  Snrvico  of  the  United  States  Do2oartricnt  of  Agriculture? 

"Continuous  factorj^  inspection!'  signifies  that  qua,lifiod  EcdcrnJ. 
inspectors  of  the  Agricultural  Mcarketing  Service  of  the  United  States 
Dcpartnent  of  Agriculture  .-^jre  present  in  the  conning  plrnt  o.t  cll  times 
it  is  in  operation,  oDserving  the  -oro-o.?xation  rnd  r);',cking  of  the  con.ned 
food  -oroducts. 


2.  Hov/  did  the  continuous  irctorj^  ino-oection  ejq)crincnt  come  ahout? 

It  Has  suggested       caimers  and  consumers. 

3.  Kov/  nv.y  consumers  identify  the  foods  loackcd  in  plrnts  under  continuous 
inspection? 

Those  foods  ma^^  he  lahclcd  in  terns  of  U.  S.  grades,   such  rs  "U,  S, 
Grade  A,"  "U.  S.  Grade  B,"  riid  "U.  S.  Graie  C,"  njid  nc^  hcrx  on  the 
lahols  the  legend  "Packed  under  the  Continuous  Inspection  of  the 
Agricultur-^J  Marketing  Service,  U.  3.  Doppxtmont  of  Argriculture. " 
EvOn  though  the  U,  S.  grade  ond  the  inspection  statement  nrj  he  omitted 
these  foods  can  usually"  he  identified  hj-  a  shield  embossed  in  the  cover 
of  tin  nnd  in  the  hottom  of  glass  cont.ainers;  this  shield,  hov/ever, 
docs  not  indicate  whether  the  iDroduct  is  Grade  A,  3,  C,  or  off-grade, 

4.  '('Jlicn  v/as  the  present  continuous  factorj?"  ins"ooction  cxocrinont  hegun  in 
plants  crnning  fruits  .-aid  vcgetahlcs? 

Continuous  factor7  insioection  v;as  conducted  in  one  ploiit  during  the 
canning  season  of  1939,     In  194-0,  continuous  inspection  was  introduced 
in  five  other  ploiits.    A  nu-mher  of  additional  plrnts  rcaucsted  the 
service  for  the  1941  conning  season.    It  has  hccn  granted  to  .all  those 
plaiits  in  the  a-Tocndod  list.    This  list  olso  indicates  the  different 
corinodities  p.ackcd  in  each  of  the  -ilomts  npxied. 


5,  Ivli"  is  tl^-o  oontiii-j.ou.3  f^.ctor^  insuocoioi.  3orvico  c-ooh^n  of  p.s  rji 
"ovpori::iont "? 

The  Agricaltr.rri.l  ilrrlictir^;  Scr-^-ico  ^.c. slios  "^■o  -sccrt^.in  cor.sunor  paid  in— 
Castr^  rer,ctioii  to  prodacts  packed  ur.dcr  tl:G  Genti.-.rioia:j  insiooction  "oro- 
grnjn,    ?or  tlio  "ton- fit  of  con^.unor-c-  T-d  prodMcrrc,  tl-O  Scr-icc  is 
constantly  scchiiv^  waj-^s  tc  assist  i:a  r.^xkotiiv^-  a.^'^icaltuml  "products 
norc  sp^tisfr.ctorily.     If  coiiGVJ-icrp,  dcvclc-o  p,  ncrc  '.-/holcsonc  rc-^-pjrd  for 
cpjincd  iDroducta  as  tlio  result  of  r.u.ch  i:is;o'^ctior-,  it  is  hoped  a  •'.•ddcr 
market  v;ill  devclo--;  for  criir.inj:  cropr:.    ?Ie:ico,  the  Sor-^ice  is  norclj'' 
c^rocrinienting  in  a  nov;  field. 

6,  Ifnj*  iG  tlie  service  bcin.-;  rendered  only  in  a  fev  plriits? 

Soca'JLse  of  its  cxjocrincntal  nrd-rrc.    Plants  thus  operating  have  T3con 
cpj-cfully  selected,  due  concidcration  hoinj  sivon  to  the  physico.1  plant 
properties,  excellence  of  ;^olr^nt  oquipncnt,  the  plrJit's  locp.ticn  vith 
refercncG  to  r.roxinity  to  cojinin-j  cro-s,  md  the  -vdllingncss  of  the 
personnel  to  co '"••'•)  or  ate  -rith  the  Service  in  i;.nro"'in-r:  their  products. 
The  Agricultural  Ilrrkotii'^  Service  feels  it  c-n  ascertain  the  value  of 
such  service  h"  coeratinrj  in  hut  p.  icvr  -ilrnts  carefully  clioson  in 
vn,rious  parts  cf  the  United  States  ond  packing  a  varied  line  of  ~>roducts. 

7,  Arc  there  other  joints  in  relo.tion  to  continuous  factory  ins'^^ection  on 
vdiich  the  Service,  as  en  adrdni strativc  ardency,  desireo  inf orr.ation? 

Yes,  there  .arc  nany  points  concerninv  ■'■rhich  the  Service  desires  further 
inf ornation,    .\]::ong  then  ore  (l)  cost  of  continuous  f.-'ctory  inspection, 
(2)  hoi.'  personnel  con  ho  troined  hest  for  such  •■ork,  (-3)  '.-..'■ho.t  t:~pc  of 
norsonnel  is  nest  suitaole  for  sue".",  '-'ork,  and  (4)  additional  authentic 
inforr,i,ation  relo.tivc  to  vrover  co;";r..orcial  vackin.;^  procedures,  t':'  en.ahle 
the  Service  to  inprovc  enistina"  C-overnncnt  strndor-ds  for  canned  products. 

8,  Will  the  A.'sricultur.al  Mrinketin;T  Service  f^mnt  continuous  inspection  service 
to  any  plpnt  recuostin.^  it? 

ITo.     The  continuous  ins"ocction  service  is  •'■n  c:>rocri:.:ent  o.t  this  tiao, 

9,  I'fill  continuous  factory  insvection  he  est.-.olishcd  on  a  pcrn.'incnt  h.asis? 

It  nay  he  if  it  is  found  to  oe  of  denonstrated  value  to  the  industry 
pnd  to  the  consuncr. 

10,  Ivliat  reauirenents  have  heen  net  oy  -^l/^ntG  -/ortici-"^o.tinr:  in  the  enporinent? 

The  plonts  ho,vc  heen  thorou^ohly  inspected  to  nrkc  sure  thot  the 
sonitojry  conditions  neet  the  ri.rdd  reouirencnts  of  the  Service,  These 
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rc-iLiirer.Gnt  5  li.'^.ve  to  Cs  v;itli  s,^r-itrtior.  in  the  -jlmt r/\Qqr.r,to  pro- 
visions for  ^ocrsoap.!  clorx-lincss  of  er.ployGCs  hrXLcllir.f;  foo'"'.,  rjnd 
proper  OLiscrvance  of  superior  housckecpin,^  BtcJid.rxd.St> 

11.  Are  inspectors  on  lutp  at  all  tines  in  pln,nts  opcrr.tin£;  under  contini-.o'aG 
inspection? 

Inspectors  nust  te  in  the  plpiit  v/hcncvor  the  pl^nt  is  in  oper,'.tion, 

12.  Arc  these  G-ovcrniiont  ins'oectors  en-nlo^ed  uiider  Civil  Service  regulations? 

Yes. 

1?.  l.lio  pn^'s  the  c:cv-cnses  of  continuous  factorp  ins'ioction? 

Each  cocncratin.-;  crxner  pr.ys  a  fee  sufficient  to  cover  the  sp.lrj'ies  of 
the  inspectors  -.-jl'xs  15  perceiit  for  the  overhead  e:rienscs  of  the 
service.    Joes  rro  "aid  into  the  United  States  TrCcasury. 


14.  VJill  the  ]^rices  of  for-ds  crraiod  in  factories  under  continuous  ins^-^ection 
of  the  A.-'Tri cultural  Markctinr:  Service  oo  increased  as  a  result  of  this 
service? 

Prices  current Ip  a_uotod  on  these  canned  foods  are  in  line  uith  prices 
quoted  on  cprnied  foods  of  corrospondinf^  oualitp  packed  in  ploiits  vith- 
out  this  service.     Co;'-clusive  data  arc  not  j^et  availahle,  "but  there 
are  indications  tho,t  continuous  factor;^  ins-section  nrv-  result  in  re- 
ducin;-;  other  e;~^enscs  sufficient  1"  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  service. 
In  rXL^  event,  it  is  hclievod  that  the  cost  to  the  c^iiner  v/ill  not  Ido 
r:ore  than  frcn  tvra  to  four  ten  thous^jidths  of  a  cent  per  cm  of  the 
size  sold  to  consumers. 


15.  Ulio  develops  the  stnidards  for  the  different  G-overnncnt  f;rades  for  cnjined 
fruits  rnd  vo.'^eta'bles? 

Standards  pre  developed  hp  the  A^-pri cultural  Markotinf^  Service  rXtcr  a 
careful  studp  of  the  product,  investigation  of  the  proolcns  of  the 
canncr,  considercation  of  r.ipxketing  prr.cticos,  rxiC.  chcckin/i;  on  the 
needs  of  consumers.    Prolininrj-p  standards  nre  c'xrjted  and  approved 
onlp  after  the;^  have  heen  suhnittod  for  consideration  riid  suppestion 
to  the  producer,  cruaner,  distributor,  retailer,  .'^jid  conscjier  cOiid  hnvo 
1:een  revised  in  the  light  of  v.^ritten  suppestions  fron  these  interested 
.'"'jroups.    Aporoved  U.  S.  st^'^ndpj'ds  for  grades  pjre  revised  fron  tine  to 
ti;:e  as  exporiencos  in  the  use  of  the  grades,  adv^^^nccs  in  "processing 
foods,  and  inprovencnts  in  nethods  of  inspection  niO.  grading  r.ey 
deoonstrate  revision  to  he  dosirahle. 
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16,  Ivlar.t  pjro  tlio  .^roncrrl  roquironont s  cf  U,  S.  G-i-p.c.g  A  crane:'',  frr.its  cr 

U.  S.  Gr-'^,c.c  A  pj-e  fine  quality  c-T^mcl  fruits  Piid  vG;;otrJblos,  crre- 
full;-  scloctccT  as  to  size,  ccl'jr,  :'0;-,roo  '^f  n.-i.turit;',  /vncl  frocc.on. 
fron  ""jlcnishcs »     The  ir'iits  rxc  :icr.t2',  liiriil"  eoirroc.,  riie.  ri--^c» 
Tlio'^  ;iro  plaost  al^.^e.jH  -j^cscC  in  rAr-xr  ,  vrliicli  np.j'-  "do  e"trr-hGriV7 
(very  sv/cct),  liC!?;/--  {rv/G':^t),  lie,iit  ( io:.icvdi'>,t  nx-.-eot),  or  vr.ter  slif-itly 
s-.-rectGr.ocl.    ?or  cortp.in  ;;ur7'0ses  tlic  friit  up--  bo  packed  in  '-.atcr 
i/itl-OMt  avrectciiin,;,    U.  S.  C-r,  xlo      cer-ned  Te^^ctp'-ilen  nrc  very 

tcr^der  r.nd  sacculGnt. 


17,  V.lip.t  r^ZG  tliG  r^ercrrl  reQ'iircnGntc  of  U.  S.  C-mdc  E  crnncd  fr'.iits  or 
vef^ct.-'jles? 


-^rod■Icts  in  U,  S.  G-rndo 


quite  so  v/cll  selected  e,s  to  color,   size,  ea.. 
A  iiroducts.    Gr",de  E  cramed  fruits  pjrc  v/cl-l-dovGlv-^ed 


Orpdc 
■.;cll-colorcd, 


G-rfido  S  cnjincd  "er;ot!~dles  .ez'^G  not  quite  so  succulent  riid  tender  r.s 
those  used  for  U.  S.  G-rn,dc  A. 


18,  Wnat  ejTC  tho  gGncrpl  rcquircncnt s  of  U.  S.  G-rpdo  C  craned  fruits  or 

VCinrctphlOE? 

Products  in  U,  3.  G-r-^xlc  G  pre  of  r^ood  quality  hut  axe  not  so  vjriiforr-i  in 
color,  size,  and  maturit:'"  as  XJ.  S.  Grade  3  products.     U.  S.  C-rsAe  C 
caiined  fruit  may  not  he  so  highly  colored,  or  so  carefull;;"  selected  a.s 
to  size  and  sj^'minetry,  £nd  though,  nature  mp'r  vary  scr.iev;hat  in  ripeness. 
The  fruit  niray  he  packed  in  sirup  or  v/ator,    U.  S.  G-rade  C  vegetahles  in 
some  cases  ma,y  hpvc  more  food  value  thpii  either  U".  3.  Grade  A  or  3  ps 
thoy  usually  are  noro  m.aouro  than  the  products  in  the  higlior  grades. 


19,  Are  any  crjLned  foods  v.hieh  -xq  "belovr  U.  S.  Oro.de  C  in  quality  found  in 
retail  stores? 

Yes.     So3C  crmned  foods  f.ail  to  meet  the  repxirenents  of  IT.  3.  C-rode  C 
hut  are  './holesonc,  nutritious,  .-■nd  acceptphlo  in  fl-'vor.     If  a  canned 
food,  for  v/hich  a  ninioun  stpjidpxd  of  equality  hp.s  heon  pronulgp.tod  under 
tho  federal  Toed,  Drug,  rjid  Cosmetic  Act,  falls  heloi;;  this  standprd,  the 
laoel  on  the  container  m.ust  indicate  in  ^-rhpt  -/ay  tho  food  fails  to  meet 
the  minimum  stpjidprd  of  qupj.ity. 


20,  Are  all  cpnncd  fruits  pnd  vegetp.hles,  vdiich  meet  the  requirements  of  U.  S. 
C-radc  A,  S,  or  C,    ps  ostpjblished  02^  the  Agricultnrpl  MpTketing  Service, 
good  foods? 


Yes,   they  are  pj.l  v/holesomc,  nutritious  foods 
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21.  V,Tiat  pf.Lrt  m-^y  consumers  contriou.tc  to  the  continaous  factorj^  inspection 
cxpcriinGnt  raid  to  the  lalDcling  of  canned  fruits  nJi-d  regctatles  in  terms 
of  U.  S.  Standards? 

Consumers  mo;-  contribute  to  this  c:cpcrincnt  in  inspection  nr.d  U.,  S. 
grade  la^oeling  ^oy  conducting  studies: 

To  ascertain  consumers'  reactions  to  the  cpx.ncd  fruits  r^jid 
vogeta"bles  prck-od  in  plants  under  the  continuous  inspection  of  tlio 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service, 

To  ascertain  whether  consumers  prefer  crjincd  j)roducts  convent io nails'" 
laljclod  ^-dth  orraid  n.-^jnes  and  information  nccessaril-f  carried  on  laoels 
as  required  ^oy  1pm  or  if,  in  oxldition,  thej  desire  more  specific  in- 
formation ,as  to  the  grade  of  the  -oroduct  in  terms  of  &radc  A,  G-radc  B, 
Grade  C,  U.  S.  Grade  A,  U.  S.  Grade  E,   njid  U.  S.  Grade  C. 

To  ascertain  consumer  reaction  to  continuous  inspection  "b;-  the 
Agricultural  Mr^j'keting  Service  in  crr-iiing  ]plp>its. 

22.  I'-Tiere  oxo  inspectors  of  processed  foods  (ccxned,  dried,  piid  frozen  foods) 
of  the  AgTicultural  Mpjrketing  Service  located  aside  from  in  the  cpiining 
plants  under  the  continuous  inspection  of  the  Service? 

Inspectors  of  processed  foods  pxc  stationed  at  the  Inspection  Offices 
riid  Lahoratories  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  where  processed 
foods  nxe  inspected  and  graded. 


PE0C3SSED  FOODS  lilSPECTIOIT  OPI^ICES 
AGSI CULTURAL  NASlLETIilG  SLH7ICE 

Arkansas 

Tas'-ctteville  -  520  If.  Dickson  St.,  P.  C.  81 

CoJ-if  ornia 

jpresno  -  236  Holland  Building 

Spji  Pr.'ijLcisco  -  4  State  Agriculture  Building,  Smharcaderc  at  i-iission  St. 
Soil  Jose  -  841  The  Al.ameda 

Florida 

Jacksonville  -  204  St.  Jomes  Building,  P.  0.  779 

District  of  Coluzibia 

vrashington  -  Room  201,  224  12th  St.,  S.  ¥. 

Illinois 

Chicago  -  301  Produce  Traders  Building,  1421  S.  A^berdeen  St. 
Indi.ana 

Indiojiapolis  -  517  Pederal  Building 
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I  oT'/a 

Bnltinorc  -  801  Apprpdscrs'  Stores  Suilclir.g 
3nston  -  6  G-lcnwoccl  Ave,  F.  C,  705 

Massachusetts 

Soston  -  725  Appraisers'  Stores  Builc'.ing,  408  Atlontic  Ave. 
Hev/  Jersey 

STov/ark  -  441  federal  Siiilding,  federal  Square 
Kev;  Tork 

xTcw  York  -  Room  820,  641  'i,aSiiington  St, 
Rochester  -  300  'I'cminal  Building 

Ohio 

Clcvelpjid  -  ITorthern  Ohio  Food  Terninal  Buildinr?,  4000  3.  OrrJi{^c  Ave. 
Columbus  -  36  Old  Federal  Building 

Oklc-^h-oma 

OkloJioma  City  -  245  C-oitol  Building 
Oregon 

For  timid  -  31,3-A,  U.  S.  Court  Plouse 
Forj.isj'-lvania  . 

Fhiladol-phia,  601  U.  S.  Custon  House,  2rid  and  Chestnut  Sts, 
Fittshur^ii,  438-J,  U.  S.  Post  Office  Building,  7th  Ave.  nxA  Cmnt  St. 

Utnh 

Salt  Lpke  Citj-  -  306  Cnpitol  Building,  2nd,  I'orth  rjid  St-tc  Sts. 
V/ashington 

Seattle  -  228  Federal  Office  Building,  First  Ave.  r-nd  i-lr-dison 


